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Ranelagh 15 R DEN 8, 


BAD RETURN 


FOR 
The Merciful Deliverance from the 
late E A RTHQUAKES. 


Containing, 


I. The Preſentment of the Grand J of Mid. 


aleſex, againſt Riporroks, MascuERAPDES, 


ne 22 
II. Extract from the late Biſhop of London's 
Dr. Gibſon's) Sermon againſt Masquzr apes. 
III. Extract from the preſent Biſhop of London's 
Letter, on Occaſion of the late Earthquakes. 
IV. A Copy of the Paper poſted up, on Eaſter- 


Sunday, on all the Churches and public Places 


in London and Weſtminſter ; With Remarks. 
V. Reaſons why Perſons of Prudence ſhould not 


venture to go to the MasQUERaDeE at Ranelagh 


Gardens, advertiſed for ** * 2 5. 
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THE 


PRESENTMENT | 


OF THE 


Grzany Jvav of the Chunty of Mid. 
dlleſex, A. D. 1729. 40 the Courr. 
1 OW? J Bench in Weſtminſter- 


Fall. 
The Hen. John Bertie, E '[q, | TR 3 E 11 
Sir Thomas Dyke, Bart. Michael Harvey, E/ 
Sir John Williams, At. George Lewen, Ee; 
Francis Child, E/); ] Robert Gay, Eſq; | 
Thomas Groſvenor, Eye; | Edward Bertie, Eſq; 
Thomas Rowney, £/q; | John Walter, Ee; 


John Walcott, E/4; 
William Newland, 2% 


| Francis Colſton, Eſq; 
| William Herne, E/q; 


Richard Le Hunt, 215 I Robert Wilſon, E; 
Earnle Waſhburn, £/q; | William Dyoſe, E/; 
Thomas Aynſcombe, E.. Samuel Tuffnel, K; 
n Price, Eg; II homas Nob, E/qs | 


E the Grant D Jory. for the Cm 
of Middleſex ſhould think we did 
not well and truly perform our whole Duty, 
or ſufficiently maintain the Privileges of a 


GRAND JURY, if we omitted at this 
| time 
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time to imitate a former Preſentment lich 


was here ſucceſs efully made : As we have al- 
ready done all in our Power to ſupport and 


confirm ſuch late ones as have heen (we he- 
lieve conſcientiouſly) laid befote this Ho- 


nourable Court, though they are fince ridi- 


culed, and called in Queſtion, out of it. 


Therefore — we conſider, that an Al- 


ſembly called the RIborros was preſented 


in this Court in February 1722-3. as com- 
mon Nuiſances to the Public, as Nurferies of 
Lewdneſs, Extravagancies, and Inmorality, 
arid alſo a Reproach and Scandal to Civil 
Government, and was thereupon ſoon after 
laid aſide: But that the Mas Qu ERADE, 
which we have Reaſon to fear is a Meeting 
of more perhicious Conſequences, ſoon after 
ſucceeded in its Place, where it has ever fince 
been annually kept up, and, as appears by 
the great Expence attending it , ſupported by 


Perſons of RANK and Ones ITY — 
Where, under © various Diſguiſes, Crimes 


*” = 


equal to barefaced Impieties are practiſed, 
and great Sums of Money illegally loſt ; 
which, if not ſeaſonably prevented, will, a8 
it n already very much debauched, in a 
ſhort 


J 


ſhort time abſolutely ruin, his Majeſty's beſt 
Subjects: And as this faſhionable, though 
wicked Diverſion, has hitherto eſcaped the 


Notice of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 


for this County, who have induſtriouſly 


ſuppreſſed many other Houſes of Diſorder 
and Debauchery ; and fearing leſt our Con- 


nivance at this great Place of Gaming and 
Lewaneſs ſhould incline the Conſtables, by 


our Example, to omit bringing in their Pre- 


ſentments for the future, againſt many leſſer 
Houſes of the like Sort; We do therefore 
Preſent the ConTRIVER and CARRIER- 


oN of MAa$QUERADES (which, to ſcreen 
himſelf, he calls BALLS) at the KINGS 


THEATREIN THE HAYMARKET, that 


he may be detected and puniſhed according 


to Law; to the more ſpeedy and effectual 


Performance of which we make no Doubt 
but this Honourable Court will give all ne- 


ceſſary Directions. 


Extraci 
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Extract POWs the late B 0 of Kin 
don's Sermon before the Society for 
Reformation | of | Manners, A.D, 


I725. 


JF the Queſtion, ſays his Lordſhip, be alk. 
ed, In what Ways the ſeveral Sorts and 
Orders of Men are bound to promote the 
Honour of Gop? there is a Difference in 
the Obligation, ariſing from the different 
Abilities and Opportunities which Go p has 
put into their Hands; but the general Obli- 
gation to employ whatever Abilities and 
Opportunities He has given in his Service 
and Honour, is common to all Mankind, 
It is the Woke of Nature and Reaſon, 
and of all Ages and Countries that have 
been Worſhipers of the true Gop; and 
it will be time enough to make it a Que- 
ſtion, to what Part of Mankind the Work 
belongs, when we ſee any Part of the World 
over-zealous and over-active in it; it will be 
time enough to diſcharge any Perſons from 
that Service, when Virtue and Religion have 
viſibly got the better of Vice and Profane- 
neſs, and we ſee them in quiet Poſſeſſion of 
theis 


£9] 


their Conqueſts, But at preſent I doubt it 
is too true, that as moſt Men need to be 
ſpurr'd on in the Proſecution of this great 
Work, ſo the joint Endeavours of all good 
Men will be little enough to enable Virtue 
and Religion to maintain their Ground againſt 
Vice and Profaneneſs, and againſt the various 
Engines contrived by a corrupt Generation, 


to ſupport them, and keep them in Counte- 
nance. 


| Amongſt theſe, I muſt particularly take 
notice of MasQUERADES, as they de- 
prive Virtue and Religion of their laſt Re- 
fuge, I mean Shame; which keeps Multi- 
tudes of Sinners within the Bounds of De- 
cency, after they have broken all the Ties 
of Principles and Conſcience, But this In- 
vention ſets them free from that Tie alſo, 
being neither better nor worſe than an Op- 
portunity to ſay and do there, what Virtue, 
| Decency, and good Manners, will not permit 
to be ſaid or done in any other Place, If 
Perſons of either Sex will. frequent lewd and 
profane Plays, or openly. join themſelves to 
looſe and atheiſtical Aſſemblies of any kind, 
they have their Reward ; they are ſure to be 


B marked 


ee p 


abt FR banded by all good Men, 25 


Perſons of corrupt Minds, and vicious In- 
clinations, who have abandoned Religion, 
and all ebnen to it, and given themſelves 
over to Luxury and Profancneſs. And, as 
bad as the World is, this is a heavy Load 


upon the Characters of Men, and in ſpite of 
all the Endeavours of Vice to bear up, and 
keep itſelf in Countenance, it ſinks them by 
Degrees into Infamy and Contempt. But 
this pernicious Invention, MAasQUERADES, in- 
rrencbes Vice and Profaneneſs againſt all the 
Aſſaults and Impreſſions of Shame; and what- 
ever Lewdneſs may be concerted, whatever 


Luxury, Immodeſty, or Extravagance, may 


be committed in Word or Deed, no one's 
Reputation is at Stake, no one's Character is 
reſporifible for it. A Circumſtance of ſuch 


terrible Conſequence to Virtue and good 


Manners, that, if, MasSQUERADEs ſhould 


ever be revived, as we heartily hope they may 


not, all ſerious Chriſtians within theſe Two 
great and populous Cities will be nearly con- 
cerned to lay it to Heart, and diligently to 


beſſir themſelves in cautioning their Friends 


| and Neighbours againſt ſuch; fatal Snares: 
Particularly, all who have the Government 


and 


1 

and Education of Youth Cala to take the 
p greateſt Care to keep them out of the Way 
a of this dangerous Temptation; and then to 
labour againſt the Spreading of it; conſider- 
ing the Proneneſs of Mankind to fall into the 
Diver fions and Manners of thoſe who are of 
a 1 u POW + Rank and Character. 


: p | 7 cannot forbear, ſays his Lordſhip, to add, 
that, all religious Conſiderations apart, this 
1 is a Diverſion that no ENGLISHMAN AR 
S to be fond of, when he remembers that i 
1 was brought among us by the EMRBASSADOR 
E of a neighbouring Nation in the laſt Reign, 
+ while his MasTER was in Meaſures to en- 
Pave us; and indeed there is not a more ef- 
fectual Way to enſlave a People, than firſt - 
© Sn to diſpirit and enfeeble them by Licentiouſ- 
| 7 : neſs, and Effeminacy. — 
17% 


5 : 25 


Thus far this pious, learned, and worthy 
Prelate Dr. Gibſon. 


Since. that time many other Perſons of 
Eminence and Diſtinction in the Church 
. have ſhewn their Deteſtation of theſe wicked 
Aſmblics; A an I have heard, that Dr. Her- 

A WY - | 
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[12] 
ring, the preſent moſt worthy Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, in a Sermon preached at Bow 


before the Societies for Reformation of Man 


ners, ſaid many excellent Things upon this 


Subject: Whether the Sermon was printed, 
or no, I cannot recollect; but certainly every 
Perſon wiſhed it had been.—It is but lately 
that theſe wicked Aſſemblies have been held 
in the Day-time.-—-A JUBILEE MasQUE- 
RADE has not been exhibited in the La- 
lian Manner to theſe Cities, till the unna- 


tural and deteſtable Sin of So DOM has 
been tranſplanted from thoſe hotter Cli- 


mates to our more temperate Country, and 


has dared to ſhew its hideous Face among 
a People that formerly had it in the utmoſt: 


Abhorrence. 


The Biſhop of London, in his excellent 
and ſeaſonable Letter occaſioned by the late 


Earthquakes, has this remarkable Para- 
W, 


Upon this Occaſion, ſays his Lordſhip: 
THE UNNATURAL LEWDNESS, OF WHICH 
WE HAVE HEARD so MUCH OF LATE, 19 
SOMETHING MORE THAN BRUTISH, AND 
CAN 


To 


CAN HARDLY BE MENTIONED WITHOUT OF» 


FENDING CHASTE'E ARS; AND'YET CANNOT 


BE PASSED OVER IN SILENCE, BECAUSE OP 
THE PARTICULAR MARK oF D1vINE VEN- 
GEANCE SET UPON IT, IN THE DESTRUC- 
TION OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH, BY FIRE 
FROM HEAVEN. Dreadful Example l- How | 
well calculated Aſſemblies of Perſons diſ- 
guiſed in MAasQUERADE. are for the carry- 
ing on this abominable Vice, need not be 
proved. — For they are covered from the 


Eye of the World, and ſo far out of the Reach 


of Shame, and the Laws of the Land. 


That the Biſhop of London had his Eye 
towards MAasQUERADES, amongſt other Places 
of Lewdnels, is plain from the following Pa- 


ragraph, though his Lordſhip did not men- 


tion it in the Lent Advertiſements, when he 
ſent * Letter to che Preſs. 


Is it to o be are at, ſays his Lordſhip, 
after ſo much Pains taken to corru pt the 
Religion and Morals of the People, that 
they ſhould be indiſpoſed to attend to any 
thing ſerious, or that they grow ſick of Re- 
ligion , Which has no Comforts for them; that 

they 


» * 4 of 6 
ft K — nw * n 15 * a . — — . g 
ee - = * 52 _ * L 
8 "WE - 
P 1 4. "ON / " : 
—» 1 . 8 8 2383 i *,Þ - <3. © E © 1 n "4 2 * 
a8 * e e 2 2 D * l 1 2 2 oy enn . Was 4 £ . TPEIngr . oa 
* 8 9 N * , e 7 * r Wann. ... . - . e 


| ? * 5 Ho w 
— b 


thetic Exhortation of the Aber, 6, Diuer. 
ee 


67 


chey fly from the Church, and croud to 
Play-houſes? [His Lordſhip would now ſay 
to MaSQUERADES] That they are tired f 


themſelves, and their own Thoughts, and 


want to loſe themſelves in Company from 


Morning to Night? It is this unhappy, un- 
ſettled State of Mind, that has introduced a 


kind of general Idleneſs among the People, 
and given Riſe to alngſt infinite P laces of 


Diverſion in and about this Town.; 1 Were 


well, they were Places of Diverſion only; 
but they are often Places for carrying-on worſe 


Deſigns, and give Opportunities to the Pro- 
fligate to ſeduce the Innocent, who often 


meet their Ruin, where they only came for 


Pleaſure. What an Idea, ſays his Lordſhip, 
maſt it give to all the Churches abroad, of 
the Manner in which LenT is kept in this 


Proteſtant Country !——We have turned this 


Seaſon, appointed for ſerious Reflections, and 


Humiliation of Body and Spirit, into a Time 


and riotous . en 


Notwithſtanding this SER 1 pa- 


of Mirth and Yollity, of * * 5 


n 


—— 


4- 


tiſements in one Paper, juſt after the laſt, 
| dreadful Shock of an Earthquake, I caſt my 


16073188 
ions rather increaſed than leflened ; and as 
his Lordſhip took Notice of Fifteen Adver- 


Eye over a Paper the very next Week, and 
there was no lefs than Twenty-two Adver- 

tiſements for Plays, Operas, Muſic, &c. &c. 

and in PASSION Week this following one 
from Ranelagh Gardens, alter'd only ſince, 
as they have put it off from one Week to 
another. 


71 
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By PARTICULAR DESIRE, 
HE BALL that was intended to be at 
RaxeLAGH-Houst Yeſterday, is put off 


ll Wedneſday next, the 25th Inſtant: 
Which will be after the Venetian Manner, 
In the Day-time, 

With much greater Variety than was at the 
nk — Jubilee. | 
The Doors and Sideboards for Tea and 

Coffee open at Four o'Clock, the other Side- 

boards open at Seven, and ſhut up at Eleven. 
Tickets will be delivered on Monday next, 

at White's Chocolate-Houſe St. Fames's- 
* at Ranelagh Houſe, and no-where 
elſe 


At One G . 
No Perſon admitted but in Habits, 
A ſufficient Guard will be within and with- 
out the Houſe and Gardens, to prevent 
all Diſorders and Indecencies, and to ob- 
lige Perſons guilty immediately to quit 


A proper Guard will be likewiſe on the 
Roads, 


ö Note, 
1 | 

E | 

; | 
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Note, 'Tis chang'd to the above „ on 
account of the Rehearſal at St. Paul's for the 
Sons of the Clergy, being on 7 ueſday the 
* Inſtant. 


Some zealous Peſt; warm'd, I preſume, 
againſt this Inſolence, ſo ſoon after a Deli- 
verance from a Judgment that might have 
deſtroyed theſe Two Cities in a few Mo- 
ments, printed and poſted up the following 


Paper upon the Churches in London and 
Weſtminſter, and ſent them to many Perſons 


of Diſtinction in Church * State; a "IF 
of very follows —— 


10% a moſt impodent Advertiſement 


has been printed in the Daily Papers, 
| tending to the Diſhonour of God, and a 
Scandal to theſe Two Cities (which have 
been ſo lately threatened: with deſerved De- 


© 


ſtruction by the Great Governor of the 


W 


World); viz. 


„ That a JunLEE-MascurkADP-BALE, 


in the Venetian Dreſs, on Tuęſday next, 
** 1h Faſter Week, will be exhibited, in the 


. « Fae 


1 we”; n 
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« Face of the Sun, with New Improve- 


ce ments, at Ranelagh en in the Tra- 
&« Jian Manner :” : 


Wea are aſſured, that all People, who have 

any Senſe left of Religion, or common De- 
cency, are fully determined to ſhew their 
Abhorrence and Deteſtation, in the moſt 
public manner, againſt All that are audacious 
enough to preſume to go to ſuch an illegal 
and wicked Aſſembly: And, tho they may 
imagine themſelves concealed by being 
Mask D, proper Care will be taken to oblige 
them to ſhew their Faces; and then their 
Names, and Places of Abode, will be pub- 
licly cxpoged to the World. 


N. B. 1 are nf the 
BLack Acr, and were preſented in the 
late King's Reign by the Grand Jury of 
Midaleſex, compoſed of Gentlemen of 
the greateſt Worth and Dignity. 


It is not to be preſumed, that the Governor 
of Chelſea College, or any of his Majeſty's 
Forces, will be ſuffered. to protect Perſons 


going 


. 00 


49 


going to or returning from an illegal Aſ- 


ſembly: And it is expected that the She- 
riffs of London and Middleſex, aſſiſted by 
the Juſtices of Peace, and their Civil Offi- 
cers, will attend in the Roads leading to 
Ranelagh' Gardens, to keep | the Peace of the 
City of We ſtminſter ; and to ſeize or diſ- 


perſe, all Perſons that ſhall be found going 
in MAS Ks, and bring them to ſuch Pu- 
niſhment as the Law in that Caſe di- 


rects. 


And at the ba time this public No- 


tice is given to all Perſons, of whatſoever 
| Rank or Quality, who ſhall hereafter, in 
Defiance of the Laws of God and their 


Country, preſume to play at any Game oN 
THE LORDS Day (which the Gop of 
Heaven has commanded to be kept holy, 


and for the Profanation of which ſo many 
Judgments | were inflicted on the Few!/h 
Nation), will have their Names, and Places 


of Abode, printed, and poſted up in all 
PR. Places in LO and oy: 


. N. B. 


—— 
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N. B. If ſuch Wickedneſſes are permit- 
tea, the next Shock of an Earthquake 
may well be dreaded. Let all Hands 
unite (as the Biſhop of Lindon ad- 
buiſes) to ſtem the Torrent of Wicked- 
ghaeſs, and put ſome Stop to the glaring 
12 Impieties hitherto committed with Im- 


5 punity. 


"= % 
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PSALM cvi. 29, 30, "3h; 


T 2 they provoked him to Anger with their 
Inventions, and the Plague brake in upon 
Ipbem.— Then ſtood up PHINEHAS, and 

executed Tudgment; and ſo. the Plague 
11 was ſtayed.— And That was counted unto 
| + | Him for Righteouſneſs, unto all Genera- 


1 ions for ever more. 


5 


1 make no Remarks upon. this 3 I 
F: preſume it was well meant: Whether it 
will have any Effect, is not yet known; for 
the Reaſons 4 * d for putting off the Mas- 
QUERADE till Wedneſday the 25th, are on ac- 
count of the Rehearſal at S-. Paubs, for the 


| Sons of the Clergy, being on Tueſday. the 


24th Inſtant: But I think they had better 
put i it off for this Summer. 


It 


| 
d a / - 


1 440 


4555 is therefore prop to. rum al " Perfans 2 


Ranelagh, Gardens that Day, leſt in tbeit Way 


to it they may meet with a Treatment thæy 


little expect; for though. I am, and always 


ſhall be, an Enemy to Riots and Commo- 
tions of any kind, yet I will not be anſwer- 


able for the Reſentment of the Jower kind 
of People, which no Guards ought to pro- 


tect them frem. They are not Subjects 
intitled to the Protec on of the Civil Power: 


— The Civil Pow. no Doubt, may be 


called in ; but who are they to ſeize firſt ? 
——Surely thoſe that are guilty of a Breach 
of the Peace, and of common Decency : And 


when theſe Offenders i in Maſquerade are un- 


mask'd, examined, and ſent Home again; 
the Mob (as it will be called) will ſoon 


diſperſe. — Sure the InyaL1ps of Chelſea- 


Hoſpital may be better employ d than in 
guarding the Roads upon that Occaſion; and 
Mr. Sheriff Fanfen has ſhewn, to his im- 
mortal Honour, that the Civil Magiſtrate, 
attended by his Officers and Conſtables, are 
the only proper Perſons to ſee the Laws 


. - 


y common Decency or Regard 
| themſelues left, not to venture to go to 


executed 
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executed againſt the moſt notorious Offend- 
ers. What the Advertiſement means by 


afluxing the Masks, that they ſhall be ſafely 
guarded to and from Nanelagh Gardens 
I cahnot conceive: It is very audacious and 
aſſüming, and I will venture to ſay, Thrs is 
4 Prumiſſe they caunot perform. Humanity 
has led me to give this Notice to many un- 


wary young People of both Sexes, who may 


be led by a fooliſh Faſhion, to venture being 
put into a Fright, that may be fatal to theit 
tender Conſtitutions, and the * 
of which wy * Ns 2 19 _ 
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